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Maybe it’s happened to you. The project is progressing smoothly. Then the phone rings. A permitting fi re drill 
erupts. The project triggered one more unforeseen permit requirement. Quick!  Call the agency. Call a team 
meeting. Revise the design. Curse the bureaucracy.

Permitting of wind energy projects is often complex. The complexity arises from expansive infrastructure 
networks, projects that cross political boundaries, revisions in state and federal regulations, inconsistent local 
requirements, and idiosyncrasies of agency staff. A Comprehensive Permitting Matrix prepared prior to project 
design can minimize unpleasant surprises. A permitting matrix used in conjunction with the other key analyses 
and processes of due diligence, such as the wind resource, interconnections, and land acquisition, provides wind 
developers with a strategic road map for timely approvals and effi cient coordination.  

A Comprehensive Permitting Matrix summarizes 
essential details in a quick-read format, putting the 
requirements of relevant agencies and permitting 
processes at your fi ngertips. Key permitting risks that 
infl uence project viability or timing are presented, 
including federal involvement, wetland permits, 
federal farm mortgages, conservation easements, 
endangered species, or protected habitats. The 
matrix, which can be tailored to suit the needs of 
specifi c clients and projects, typically identifi es the 
following:

 • Federal, state, and local agencies, including  
   appropriate contact(s);
 • Permits or approvals required, along with expiration date(s);
 • Permit thresholds and triggers, which can infl uence project size, footprint, or siting;
 • Procuring parties, for assigning and tracking accountability for each permit;
 • Time required for permit preparation and approval processes;
 • Comments on requirements, risks, and affected land, resources, or infrastructure; and
 • Future actions or technical studies needed.

The permitting analysis outlines subsequent steps by addressing the timing and sequence of permit applications 
and the need for additional related tasks. For example, the matrix may trigger initiation of title searches, or it 
may uncover crucial items for agency coordination. It may recommend that you contact counties, townships, or 
agricultural or natural resource agencies to obtain, verify, and update certain information. Ultimately, the matrix 



confi rms or rules out potential permitting risks, so that you know how and when to proceed down a particular 
approval path, or whether  design strategies can be used to avoid certain hurdles. 

A permitting matrix and its accompanying analysis provide a foundation for strategic decisions, effi cient 
designs, and expedited project development. When accompanied by GIS mapping focused on critical issues, 
regulated features, and key habitats, a permitting analysis provides the basis for wind facility siting, compliance, 
and local constituency coordination. 
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